
Please read these instructions in conjunction with the pictures on the more 

information page of the tanker you have bought. There are some very clear 

pictures there showing close up detail. 

Step 1. 

Mark out the underside of the chassis as illustrated. The distance of 20mm is 

what I consider pleasing, you can adjust this distance to your own taste. 

 
Fig 1.a  

 

Step 2. 

Sand the top of the axle holders, and glue into place with super glue, following 

the marked out lines. 

 
Fig 2.a  

 
Fig 2.b  

 

Step 3. 

If you intend to use the kit couplings, sand the rear 10mm of the top of the 

couplings and glue into place with super glue following the marked out lines. If 

you intend to use something else, you can turn the coupling block around and 

glue it with the flat side facing out. Alternative couplings can then be bolted 

onto this smooth face. Resin is a forgiving material, so if you want to bolt into 

it, just drill a hole a little smaller than the bolt thread. With a little push to start 

the thread, a bolt can then be screwed into the resin, just like a wood screw 

into wood, a little counter sink may help. So if you're using Accucraft 2mm 

bolts, drill a 1.7mm hole. If you're using a 5mm bolt, drill a 4.6mm hole. If 

you're fitting the Roundhouse type coupling, once the buffer is 'home', but not 

square, just turn it a little more until it is square. The resin will be happy with 

this, again, just like a wood screw into wood. I would recommend that if you're 

fitting couplings that have a fixed bolt, they should be fitted before painting to 

avoid scratching the paint. 

   



Fig 3.a  Fig 3.b  Fig 3.c  
 

3.a. 

Pull off one wheel and cut off the excess plastic protruding from the inside of 

the wheel with a sharp knife. Clean the ends of the brass axle tubes until 

smooth with a small file, craft knife and fine wet and dry paper, then wash 

the tubes clean, especially the insides. Put a spot of light oil onto the axle. 

Push the wheel back onto the axle making sure the 'back to back' is correct 

for your gauge, 28mm for 32mm gauge and 40mm for 45mm gauge. 

    

 

Step 4. 

Run around the edges of the chassis and trim off any flash. Cut off excess axle 

with a hacksaw flush to the wheel boss. 

 
Fig 4.a    

 

Step 5. 

Sand the axle bushes and check for any flash in the axle holder. Glue into place 

with super glue or epoxy 

 
Fig 5.a  

 
Fig 5.b  

 
Fig 5.c  

 

Step 6. 

Clean up any flash with a sharp scalpel from the W-irons and glue into place 

with super glue 

 
Fig 6.a  

 
Fig 6.a  

 

Step 7. 



Drill a 2mm hole at right angles to the face of the tie bar mount, about 5-7mm 

deep using the, 'dimple' as a starting point. 

 
Fig 7.a  

 

Step 8. 

Due to the way the tank is cast, the end marked with a cross will need 

smoothing off, and maybe a little filler. The tank in the picture was an early, 

'test' mould and has significantly more air bubbles than the production 

moulding you will have. So the chances are, you will not need any car body 

filler at all ! But there will be light sanding marks that will need sanding 

smooth. This is a very simple procedure. Simply wrap a small piece of 220 grit, 

'wet and dry' around a nice flat piece of something, add a little water, and sand 

evenly until totally smooth. Once you are happy all the deep scratches are out, 

swap the 220 grit for 400 grit, 'wet and dry', again, sand until smooth. 

 
Fig 8.a  

 
Fig 8.b  

 
Fig 8.c  

 
Fig 8.d  

 

Step 9. 

Using super glue, glue filler cap into place. 

 
Fig 9.a  

 
Fig 9.b  

 

Step 10. 

You will see there is a faint mould line on the underside of the tank. With a 

sharp scalpel, scrape this mould line out. Scraping the resin in this case is 

better and more controllable than sanding. You can sand after with 400 grit, 

'Wet and dry' if you want? 

 



Fig 10.a  
 

Step 11. 

Place the tank onto the mounting plates of the chassis. Making sure it is 

vertical and fully centred. Due to varying shrinkage rates, the tank may not site 

exactly in the middle of its mountings, but it will be on the mountings. 

 
Fig 11.a  

 
Fig 11.b  

 

Step 12. 

You have more options here. If you like the look of the triangular, 'fillets' on 

the tank keeps, then skip to Step 13. If you want to remove them, run a scalpel 

a few times down each side where the fillet meets the square section., then 

snap off the fillet. Using the scalpel, scrape off remaining resin to a smooth 

finish. 

 
Fig 12.a  

 
Fig 12.b  

 
Fig 12.c  

 
Fig 12.d  

 

Step 13. 

Place the tank keeps onto the chassis so they sit flush with the anti slip plate 

and overhang equally on the sides of the tank. Mark with a pencil where the 

two tank keep uprights sit on the chassis and draw a line along the top and 

bottom of the top bar onto the tank, (this will become your mask line). Then 

glue the keeps into place onto the CHASSIS ONLY using the pencil lines as a 

guide. 

 
Fig 13.a  

 
Fig 13.b  

 
Fig 13.c  

 
Fig 13.d  

   



Fig 13.e  Fig 13.f  Fig 13.g  
 

Step 14. 

Drill a 1.8mm hole directly through all four bolts in the ends of the keeps. You 

must direct the drill towards the tie bar lower block, where you drilled the 

holes in Step 7. Personally, I find this job easier with a Dremel and a sharp drill, 

but it may be easier for some to use a hand held, 'pin drill' as in the picture 

below, it's personal choice. 

 
Fig 14.a  

 
Fig 14.b  

 

Step 15. 

Cut four lengths of 1.6mm wire a little longer than needed to go through the 

tank keep bolts, (just drilled) and right to the bottom of the drilled hole in the 

tie bar lower block. Take a note of the amount of spare wire sticking out of the 

keep bar bolt at the top. Keep trimming the wire at the bottom, so there is 

about 2mm of wire sticking out of the keep bolt at the top. The, 'cut' end of the 

wire should be in the hole at the bottom and the, 'clean' end should be at the 

top, showing. With super glue, glue the wire into place at the BOTTOM ONLY. I 

find it easier to put a little glue onto a scalpel blade and apply the glue in this 

way. I find I can put it exactly where I want it and I can control the amount of 

glue I use because I can't use any more that what is on the knife! 

 
Fig 15.a  

 
Fig 15.b  

 

Step 16. 

If using the kit couplings, drill a 1.8mm hole into the coupling block. Using the 

remaining wire, bend two hooks with a rounded pair of pliers and then a flat 

pair. I find it better to mark the vertical, 'glued' part of the hook with a pair of 

cutters as it gives the glue something to hold onto. Once you have done this, 

put glue onto the vertical part of the hook and drop into the 1.8mm hole. You 

will notice the hole is bigger than the wire. This is so there is glue in the hole ! 

If the hole is the right size, the glue tends to squeeze out as you push the rod 

in. So you end up with no glue in the hole holding the wire ! 



 
Fig 16.a  

 
Fig 16.b  

 
Fig 16.c  

 
Fig 16.d  

 
Fig 16.e  

 

Step 17. 

You should now have something like this !! 

 
Fig 17.a  

 
Fig 17.b  

 

Step 18. 

Using the pencil lines on the ends of the tank and following the tank mounting 

plates, apply masking tape, remembering that you need to be a little SHORT of 

the lines so the paint can overlap and you do not get lines of resin showing 

when painted. It is worth placing the tank back onto the chassis when you have 

masked it. If you can see tape at this point, you will see resin when painted !! It 

is also a good idea to mask off the contact areas of the chassis as well. You will 

see that I forgot when I built my wagon for these instructions, hence the, 

'scratched' off paint at the end, oops ! Drill a 2.5mm hole in the middle of each 

tank mounting plate and screw two wood screws part way into them. These 

wood screws will be used to hold the tank in a vice or workmate while 

painting. 

 
Fig 18.a  

 
Fig 18.b  

 
Fig 18.c  

 

Step 19. 

Set the tank and the chassis up side down, and paint with primer. Use the 

correct colour primer for the top coat you intend to use. Personally, I used 

Halfords car spray paint, matt black with grey primer for the chassis, and dark 



blue gloss with grey primer for the tank. Once the under sides are painted, you 

can turn them over and paint the top sides, this is where the wood screws in 

the tank come into play. Remember to turn the wheels one half turn so they 

get a full coating of chassis paint. Give the primer plenty of time to dry and 

repeat the process, but using a top colour coat. 

 
Fig 19.a  

 
Fig 19.b  

 
Fig 19.c  

 
Fig 19.d  

 
Fig 19.e  

 
Fig 19.f  

 
Fig 19.g  

 
Fig 19.h  

 
Fig 19.i  

 

Step 20. 

Remove the masking tape from the tank and the chassis. ( If you remembered 

to put it on ! ). 

 
Fig 20.a  

 
Fig 20.b  

 

Step 21. 

Apply epoxy glue to the two bottom mounting plates and lower the tank into 

position. Take your time to make sure the tank is vertical and equal. Once the 

epoxy is dry, you can gently pull the end keeps back and apply super glue on a 

scalpel to the tank keep ends. Push the keeps onto the tank one at a time, and 

hold until the super glue sets. Once the four main points have been glued, you 

can then glue the ends of the tie bars into the top bolts at the ends of the 

keeps, again using super glue on a scalpel. You should now have something like 

this ! 



 
Fig 21.a  

 

If you have trouble with the building of this kit, please do not hesitate to 

contact me. Also if you are not happy with the quality of a casting, I will be 

happy to replace it free of charge on receipt of the supplied kit item. Please do 

not forget to keep an eye on my website, as my range is growing fast. 

 


